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Q: What is Elanco? 

A: Elanco is the animal health division of the Eli Lilly Company. We provide products and knowledge for 

improving animal health and productivity. 

Q: What do you do for Elanco? 

A: I am the Global Sustainability Lead, which means I look at the environmental impact that our products 

have when used by our customers in the animal production industries. 

Q: What is your background? Did you grow up in agriculture? 

A: I did grow up in agriculture. I grew up on a dairy farm in upstate New York back in the ‘50s & ‘60s. I 

went to a university in the ‘70s to study animal science. I have a PhD in animal breeding and animal 

science. I’ve been involved in agriculture literally my entire life.   

Q: How is Elanco involved in the beef-value chain? 

A: Elanco has a whole portfolio of animal health products that provide benefit to the beef industry, 

primarily for feed lots, but also for cow/calf operations. We are directly invested in the success of the 

beef production industry. 

Q: Why is sustainable beef important to the food industry? 

A: Well it’s not just beef; it’s everything to do with agriculture. We’re facing an increased demand for 

animal protein as the population increases and as the middle income level increases throughout the 

world. Animal protein is the first product that is purchased when people have discretionary income to 

spend. The bottom line is we need to produce more animal protein – in this case beef, without increasing 

the impact on the environment and without increasing the number of animals.  

Q: What does sustainability mean to you? 

A: I live, eat and breathe what everybody hears of the standard definition: It’s about being able to 

provide for ourselves today, and preserving the opportunities for our children and grandchildren to have 

the same opportunities that we have today for a life that has quality and choice to it. They can live in 

peace because they have the resources required for them to provide for their families. 

Q: What do you want the consumer population to know about sustainable beef? 

A: First of all, cattle provide much more to human livelihood than just meat. They provide leather for 

shoes, provide chemicals for goods and much of what we take for granted today whether it be non-

petroleum based lubricants or medicines, and in many parts of the world they provide power for doing 



work. Furthermore, beef animals provide benefit to the environment. Without beef, without cattle 

grazing, we would not have some of the natural resources in this country that we have, such as the Great 

Plains of the west. Those parts of the story never seem to get told. 

Q: Why did you decide to become a member of GRSB? 

A: We didn’t just decide to become a member. Elanco is one of the six founding members of the 

organization. We’ve been engaged from before it was an organization because we believe strongly in 

sustainability, meeting the needs of future generations and supporting animal agriculture. 

Q: How are you involved in GRSB? 

A: I’ve been the primary representative for Elanco. I was involved in the development of GRSB bylaws, 

and I’ve been involved in the executive team since the very beginning. Additionally, I bring technical 

expertise with regards to how to evaluate environmental impacts and resource use. 

Q: What key benefits do you feel GRSB offers to its members? 

A: I think number one is being able to provide information on a global perspective. Helping people 

understand the complexity and how all-inclusive we have to be when we look at our food supply chains; 

primarily as a resource for information and coordination of messages in respect to what beef is, what it’s 

about, what the benefits of cattle are – being able to balance the conversation against all the negativity 

that’s out there. 

Q: Is there anything else you’d like to add? 

A: If we go back to the root of the definition of sustainability, which is being able to provide for ourselves 

and future generations, and view it through the three pillars of sustainability, namely economics, 

environment, and social: Sustainability is about balance. What happens in many discussions is that often 

they become polarized. Typically, you have someone who has a strong belief in one of those pillars, and 

somebody else who has a strong belief in another one of those pillars. If they don’t see that it’s about 

balance between all three pillars as opposed to all about one, we don’t make progress. What I truly 

believe is that GRSB is a safe place for people with divergent views to come together and find that 

balance. This is an organization where we can discuss our differences and come to a third option, which 

is something we never thought of before. What I tell a lot of my colleagues, what I told a lot of my 

students when I was a professor, and what I told my children is think of it as a stream: There’s somebody 

on the opposite side of the stream and they’re afraid to come across to your point of view, and if you tell 

them just to come across, it’s scary and they balk. But, if you cross to their side of the stream and see 

what they’re looking at, and walk across with them, you’re likely to have success. GRSB is a place to be 

able to do that – look at another’s point of view and come to that point of view that neither one of you 

would have thought of if you tried to do it by yourself. 


